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employees engaged on the proposer's own premises and those
paid to employees engaged elsewhere,
Tidiness
Untidy or crowded premises often indicate carelessness and
give a bad impression of the third party risk. Neglect to dear
away rubbish may sooner or later lead to neglect to take other
ordinary precautions. Lax management is particularly undesir-
able from the third party insurance point of view.
The general layout of the premises and their contents and the
convenience of the premises for the purposes for which they are
used must receive attention.
Flood Risks
Some third party policies specifically exclude flood damage,
but others do not. In any event, it is essential that the surveyor
should draw attention to risks of flooding, where these exist.
Public authorities, for example, may be responsible for water
courses or water works, which may include elevated reservoirs.
The breakdown of the containing dams of reservoirs or the over-
flowing of watercourses may be a catastrophe risk and the past
experience requires investigation. The date of construction of
reservoirs, their respective capacities and the frequency with
which they (and especially the dams) are inspected by skilled
engineers, together with details o£ surrounding properties which
might be affected, require comment.
Effluents
Many commercial processes necessitate the disposal of con-
siderable volumes of waste products, often in solution. It is
a common practice for such effluents to be passed into adjoining
rivers or streams, and thereby material damage may be caused to
fishing grounds lower down stream. Most factories are faced
with the problem of the disposal of such products and the sur-
veyor is expected to deal with this in his report. Similar con-
siderations arise with sugar beet works and oil refineries.
Liability for the accidental escape of substances likely to cause
injury to fisheries may be the subject of a third party policy.
For example, petrol may escape from bulk storage tanks and,
apart from pollution risks, may involve risks of fire and explo-
sion damage. In so far as petrol and similar products are
concerned, there are stringent regulations as to the methods of
storage to be adopted when the tanks are situated on the banks
of a river. A plan of the district is essential, showing the nature
and extent of adjoining premises.

